Delaware Department of Transportation

Questions and Answers

Project Number: T202153104.03

Project Title: DOVER BUS CANOPY SOLAR PANELS - READVERTISEMENT

Posted to Web Site: Wednesday, August 19, 2026

Q#

Question

Answer

35

To ensure our bid submission is fully compliant, could you please
confirm the exact list of required attachments and execution
requirements? Specifically, we would like to confirm:

o Upload Documents: The full list of required forms,
affidavits, and proposal documents that must be uploaded
with the bid.

¢ Execution Requirements: Which specific documents
require an official signature, notarization, or corporate seal
prior to submission.

e Addenda Acknowledgment: Any specific forms needed to
confirm receipt of Addenda 1 through 3 and the updated
Q&As.

Please refer to the Bid Proposal for this project, which identifies all
required documents. If a document requires a signature, notarization,
or seal, the applicable requirement will be indicated on the form.

Additionally, please review the attachments posted with the proposal
for instructions on where to acknowledge any Addenda and
Questions & Answers (Q&A).

34

I had a question regarding the bid bond submission requirement and
wanted to check if a bonding letter/surety confirmation can be
submitted initially, with the formal bid bond provided shortly
thereafter?

The Bid Bond must be submitted at the time of bid. No exceptions.
Per Regulations, Title 26, Chapter 69, 6962. Large public works
contract procedures:

(8) Bid bonding requirements. — a. All bids shall be accompanied
by a deposit of either a good and sufficient bond to the agency for
the benefit of the agency, with corporate surety authorized to do
business in this State, the form of the bond and the surety to be
approved by the agency, and the bond form used shall be the
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standard form issued by the Office of Management and Budget for
this purpose or a security of the bidder assigned to the agency, for a
sum equal to at least 10% of the bid. The bid bond need not be for a
specific sum, but may be stated to be for a sum equal to 10% of the
bid to which it relates and not to exceed a certain stated sum, if said
sum is equal to at least 10% of the bid. Any bid which, at the time it
is submitted, is not accompanied by a bid bond or sufficient
security as required by this paragraph shall not be opened or read,
and shall be rejected.

33 | In Appendix A under Section 263100 Photovoltaic System page Appendix A Specification 263100, Section 1.7 has been edited to
125 says the following: “F. Support Structure (Steel Canopy remove "Workmanship" and change "Twenty (20) years" to "Ten
mounted) 1. System Warranty: Contractor shall warrant the system | (10) years" via an addendum.

for proper operation and against defects in material and
workmanship for a period of twenty (20) years from date of
startup.” Please remove the “Workmanship” portion asking for a
period of twenty years. The solar contractors are not able to get
pricing from the specified manufacturer with this requirement in
there

Tuesday, August 18, 2026

32 | Specification 263100 - Photovoltaic System, section 1.7.D.3.a Owner is willing to accept a ten (10) year warranty for the PV
states that the Contractor is to purchase and supply to the owner an | inverter system.

additional extended warranty to increase the total warranty period
from a base of 10 years to a totla of 20 years. Our bonding
companies are taking issue with this requirement, which may
impact our ability to bid the project. Can this specification section
be removed?
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31

In Appendix A under Section 263100 Photovoltaic System page
125 says the following:

“F. Support Structure (Steel Canopy mounted)

1. System Warranty: Contractor shall warrant the system for proper
operation and against defects in material and workmanship for a
period of twenty (20) years from date of startup.”

Please confirm this only applies to the solar panel attachment
system and not the PEMB Canopy Structure.

Specification 263100, Support Structure, is referring to the
connections between the solar panels and the PEMB.

Thursday, August 13, 2026

30

Referring to the Reference Documents package [pg 39 of 62]
765311 Maintenance Building Pay Item discusses Column
Protection Specification 133419. Spec Section 133419 Metal
Building Systems, contains no mention of column

protection. Please advise what column protection measures are
required and provide details and specifications for the same.

DTC will install column protection after the contract work is
completed.

29

Referring to sheet DT-01 the canopy foundation detail indicates a
footing and pedestal only with the column elevation 4’ above the
asphalt elevation. Section detail C-C on the same sheet indicates a
concrete column encasement. What detail is to be followed?

Steel Columns may extend down to grade or they may be founded
on top of a 4'-0" diameter pier that is supported by a spread footing.
However, if the steel columns extend down to grade, they must be
encased by concrete as shown. Canopy and foundations are part of
a delegated design and shall be submitted for review in accordance
with the project specifications. Owner to do encasement after
project.
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28

We received the project disc for the project on 8-10. When opening
the schedule of items, line item 0010 763503 Trainee, is already
populated with no ability for the bidder to modify. The unit pricing
for this work appears inaccurate. Please re-issue the disc without
populated data. Please advise.

Please refer to the Special Provision for Item 763503 - TRAINEE.
This item is a fixed price item and cannot be modified.

27

Please confirm only recognized plan holders may submit a bid on
the project

All contractors that meet all requirements listed in the proposal are
eligible to bid.

26

Please provide an update list of project plan holders

The plan holders list can be found under the project letting at
https://mmp.delaware.gov/Bids/

25

Schneider Electric said they will not provide pricing for the BESS.
They are reaching out to the engineering company to recommend an
alternate system. Do you have an alternate that will meet the
specification? With this news, is it possible to extend the bid
deadline to allow alternate design to be provided?

While the Schneider Electric BESS is the basis of design for this
project, the product does not meet FTA Buy America requirements.
The Department has identified alternative BESS through publicly
available internet searches that appear to meet the stated
requirements. It is the responsibility of each potential bidder to
conduct its own research and identify products or alternatives that
meet the solicitation requirements. The Schneider Electric BESS is
the design standard that needs to be incorporated into the
“delegated design”. The current plans and specifications in
Appendix A do not need to be changed. The bid deadline date will
be extended to August 25, 2026 via an Addendum. Bids are due
prior to 2 PM.

Friday, Augus

t7,2026

24

The Schneider ESS system is not Made in America. Are the BABA
requirements only for the steel?

Buy America requirements and the Build America, Buy America
Act. To better understand the Buy America requirements and the
Build America, Buy America Act, refer to 2 CFR Parts 184 and
200. This CFR defines requirements for all steel and iron used in a
project, all manufactured products used in a project and all
construction materials used in a project. Core BABA Requirement
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Categories * Iron and Steel: All manufacturing processes, from the
initial melting stage through coating applications, must take place
in the U.S. « Construction Materials: Non-ferrous metals,
plastic/polymer-based products, glass, lumber, and drywall
permanently affixed to the infrastructure must be entirely produced
in the U.S. « Manufactured Products: The product must be
manufactured in the United States and meet domestic component
cost thresholds. For projects obligated, the cost of domestically
mined or produced components must exceed 55%.

23 | Please confirm CCR inspections are handled by the owner. No, this is not correct. Please refer to DelDOT Standard
Specification 901.3.2.

22 | With regard to the responsibility of the contractor providing The minimum design standards detailed in the plans and Appendix
delegated foundation design. Since the final reactions imposed on | A need to be met in the “delegated design”. Refer to the Geotech
the foundations can’t be determined at the time of bid, can a basis Report which contains boring information, soil subsurface
of design support detail indicating size of footings, piers, conditions, and design constraints and recommendations. Per
reinforcement and anchor bolts be provided for bidding purposes, DelDOT Specification 109.7.C.1, a change order can be allowed
with the understanding that necessary foundation changes will be when proven differing site conditions are encountered.
addressed, after PEMB calculations and solar panel roof loading
factors are completed, via change order?

21 | Will the utility require any protection to ensure the system watches | The interconnection application was submitted during design with
the utility side for faults and shutdown the inverters? This will not | the basis of design equipment, and signed by City of Dover
be know for sure until the interconnection application has been Electric. The ECC shall be submitted for approval by the engineer
processed. Should we add a contingency for such a system in case it | and will need to be able to provide any controls required for utility
is required by Delmarva? export, and energy management. Refer to notes in this contract’s

Utility Statement.
20 | The SMA Peak 125 inverters provide a Delta output but the utility | ECC, Inverters, and Solar Panel BOD has been reviewed and

likes to see a Wye output being connected to the grid. Do we need a
Delta/Wye isolation transformer for the PV AC power prior to
landing in the ECC? If so the breaker size in the ECC will need to
be increased.

approved by City of Dover Electric. Throughout coordination and
approval process, City of Dover Electric raised no issue regarding
inverter voltage layout and approved it without transformer.
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19 | Will a contract document disk with AASHTOW pay items be If a GC needs a disk, they are to email DOT-ask@delaware.gov and
provided to bidding GCs so the pay items can be uploaded to request a disk.
AASHTOW software?

18 | Please define all of the documents required to be submitted with the | All documents required to be submitted are listed in the “General
proposal Description” on pages 2-9 of the proposal.

17 | Respectfully request an extension to the bid date. As of today no There will be no extensions to the bid date. The Pre-Bid Meeting
transcript of the Pre Bid Meeting has been provided and the Bid Notes have been posted. The Bid Bond was posted on Bidx
Bond Form is not available. website. If you are not bidding through BidX you will need to

email DOT-ask@delaware.gov and request a disk to receive the
documents.

16 | The Proposal document states that no DBE participation is required | As stated on page 2 of the proposal, there is a 0% DBE goal for
in section C. However, page 14 of 48 section 2 states a DBE goal this project.
of 14.5%. Which is correct as it relates to DBE goals?

15 | The Proposal document requires a bid security of 10%. We can’t The Bid Bond was uploaded to the BidX website. If you are not
locate the bid bond form in the bid documents. Please advise or bidding through BidX, you will need to email DOT-
provide the bid bond form. ask@delaware.gov and request a disk to receive the documents.

14 | Unit Price Form doesn’t have line items for Demo of Asphalt Please see response to Q13.

Paving.
13 | Unit Price Form doesn’t have line items for Paving, GABC for Per Appendix A Specifications 032000 and 133419, this work will
Paving, Saw Cut of Paving, Curb or Sidewalk listed. be covered by "Delegated Design". Canopy "Delegated Design"
work is to be billed under item 763511, Maintenance Building.
Please refer to Construction Sequence Notes on CS-01 for work
details.
Thursday, July 30, 2026
12 | What Scope would the Awarded Bidder be looking at? We are a Please see response to Q5.

solar developer, and would be bidding on Solar Scope and BESS
only. Is this an issue?
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11 | This drawing page shows a proposed solar layout. (Reference E- Yes, drawing E-103 details the location of the 384 solar panels.
103) Is this the only area getting Solar on the Canopy?

10 | Detail of Canopys show standalone structure with PV mounted on The canopy structure is a delegated design by the contractor. Refer
top. What style roof will the structure be? EPDM, TPO, Metal, to Specification 133419 for the standards of the delegated design.
ETC? (Reference DT-01)

9 Basis of Design - Equipment Schedule calls out 2 Sunny Drawing E-101 will be revised; see response to Q7. Drawing E-
Highpower Peak 3s. All other items in the drawing call out 3 601, Equipment Schedule, is correct with 2 Sunny Highpower Peak
inverters. What is the goal array size or what is the correct inverter | 3 inverters
count. (E-601)

8 | Drawing shows proposed solar panels on both rows of bus parking. | Drawing E-103 details the location of the 384 solar panels.

This is not shown on page E-103. What is the layout we are
proposing to build? (Reference E-102)

7 Drawing shows 3 inverter locations. Inverter 1 is not shown under Drawing E-101 will be revised to show two inverters for the solar
the current array layout on E-103. Will there be PV here? panels via an Addendum.
(Reference E-101)

6 | Will the stand alone structure be built with solar weight capacity? The canopy system is a delegated design by the contractor. Please
We would need PSF and Point load available. refer to Specification 133419 for standards of the delegated design

canopy structure.

5 If bidding solar and BESS only is ok, who should hold the demo A partial bid cannot be submitted; A bid must include all items
and civil work? Would the stormwater measures be handled by the | listed in the proposal. A General Contractor will receive bids from
GC? Subcontractors to develop a complete bid.

Monday, July 20, 2026

4 | Conduit and Wire schedule on sheet E-503 references panel H-2. The floor plan showing the electrical room location is attached.
H-2 is not shown on the floor plan. Please advise Also included is the panel schedule for panel H-2.

3 Please provide a floor plan of the existing building indicating The floor plan identifies the Comm Room location. The building

existing walls, electrical room location and communication room
location so pathways for the new service and comms conduits can
be determined.

floor plan identifies columns and the column wall detail.
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The plans indicate a new secondary feeder. Can any of the existing
conduit be reused? What temporary power requirements will be
required and who is required to provide them? What are the
requirements for shut down to integrate the new ECC and new
feeder connection?

Existing feeders may be re-used if there is enough available
capacity. No temporary power is anticipated for this installation.
Project has been phased to ensure lighting is maintained on the lot
through the construction process. Service is only for bus charging
and can be disconnected during upgrade of system.

The plans indicate a reference to a Geotech report to be used in
developing canopy footing design. Please provide the Geotech
report or provide the assumed soil bearing capacity.

The Geotechnical Report for Dover will be posted to the website.
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